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According to a recent 253-page report titled "The Green Revolution Reconsidered," by the
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI, Washington), the "green revolution" in India
and elsewhere in the Third World led to major gains in income and nutrition for small- and largescale farmers, and even for the landless poor. The report is a rebuttal of charges that technological
innovations introduced in Third World agriculture in the 1960s chiefly benefited wealthy, largescale farmers at the expense of smallholders. The "revolution" consists of improved rice and wheat
varieties combined with expanded use of fertilizers and other chemical inputs. The IFPRI report by
Peter Hazell and C. Ramassamy is also the first to focus on the effects of the "revolution" on nonagricultural economic sectors. By collecting and analyzing data from the same villages in southern
India both before and after the introduction of green revolution agriculture, the authors concluded
that changes introduced by the new technology benefited virtually all sectors of society. Hazell and
Ramassamy said many critics of the technology's impact reached their conclusions too early. Thus,
while large-scale farmers were the first to benefit, smaller farmers were also found to adopt the
techniques after an initial lag time of three to five years. Critics were also concerned that wealthier
farmers would evict tenants from their property or raise rents to gain more from increased land
prices. The study, however, found "no evidence" that land distribution patterns had been skewed
to benefit landlords at the expense of the tenants. Next, critics charged that farm workers would
be displaced by "unnecessary mechanization," e.g., tractors and other farm equipment. Hazell and
Ramasamy found there has been little use of tractors, despite an initial increase after the technology
was introduced. In addition, the authors claim the increased mechanization in irrigation pumping
and paddy threshing has not displaced large numbers of wage workers. According to Hazell, fears
that the green revolution would exacerbate absolute poverty and unemployment have proved
largely unfounded. He said, "Though there was a modest decline in the use of hired labor, the
supply of workers declined faster and real wages increased 10% to 20%. As a result, annual wage
earnings almost doubled for small-scale farmers and landless farm laborers." Such gains were
possible, the authors said, because farming became more profitable and growing seasons multiplied.
Medium-scale farmers, who often supplemented their incomes by working on other farms, for
example, gave up second jobs to respond to the demands of their own farms, thus increasing the
number of working hours available for others. Hazell said that overall, income increased for small-,
medium- and large- scale farms. As for the impact of the changes on non-agricultural households,
the study found economic growth in non-farm activities in villages and towns, including businesses
such as tea shops, restaurants, transportation and personal services. Study results indicate that
agribusiness spin-offs, such as rice milling and seed distribution, also increased. (Basic data from
Inter Press Service, 12/04/91)
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